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The Baltic Sea- basic facts:

• 8, 000 km of coastline

• 9 countries (8 the EU 
memberstates as well as Russia)memberstates as well as Russia)

• 2 important stakeholders: 
Belarus and Norway

• 85 milion inhabitants (17% of 
EU population)
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• Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, The
Council, The European Economic and Social Commitee and The
Commitee of the Regions concerning the European Union Strategy for the
Baltic Sea Region, COM(2009) 248, 10.06.2009

• Commission staff working document accompanying the Communication:
Action Plan, 2009.06 (reviewed regularly, last updated: 2010.12),Action Plan, 2009.06 (reviewed regularly, last updated: 2010.12),
SEC(2009) 712/2

• EUSBSR - An integrated framework that allows the European Union and
Member States to identify needs and match them to the available resources
through co-ordination of appropriate policies, thus enabling the Baltic Sea
Region to enjoy a sustainable environment and optimal economic and
social development.



1. reduce nutrient 
inputs

2. Preserve
biodiversity

6. Cut red tape and 
help people
move around to 
work

10. Secure energy 
markets

11. Improve transport 
links

13. Focus on 
maritime safety

14. Cut back cross-
border crime

Pillar IIPillar I Pillar III Pillar IV
• To promote a 

sustainable 
environment

• To enhance the
region’s
prosperity

• To increase 
accessibility and 
attractiveness region

•To ensure safety
and security in the
region
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biodiversity

3. Cut back use of 
hazardous 
substances

4. Promote clean 
shipping

5. Mitigate and adapt 
to climate change

7. Boost research
and innovation

8. Promote
entrepreneurship

9. Make forestry, 
agriculture and 
fisheries
sustainable

links

12. Make the region 
an attractive place 
for residents and 
tourists

border crime

15. Work on 
protection from
maritime and land 
disasters

Horizontal actions
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The priority areas are implemented through:

•strategic actions - designed to address specific and important issues 
for its regions, citizens and enterprises. 

•cooperative actions - based on the benefits in improving 
cooperation on issues where Member States and stakeholders are cooperation on issues where Member States and stakeholders are 
ready to do so. 

•flagship projects - with high significance (lead partner, deadline for 
implementation, ‘fast track’)
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The Acion Plan for each priority area provides:

• a presentation of the issue (background information on the topic).

• the hotspots (main problems)

• the added value of the action for the Baltic Sea Region
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Horizontal actions

• relate to the overall approach as such and so may be considered
strategic

• complementary to the pillars

• aimed to promote and develop territorial cohesion

• all have long-term aspects that do not allow completion dates to be
foreseen.
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Horizontal Actions:

• “Align available funding and policies to the priorities and actions of the EU Strategy
for the Baltic Sea Region”
• “Cooperate on the transposition of EU Directives”
• “Develop integrated maritime governance structures in the Baltic Sea region”
• “Become a pilot project in implementing the Marine Strategy Framework Directive
• “Encourage the use of Maritime Spatial Planning in all Membe r States around the
Baltic Sea and develop a common approach for cross -border cooperation”Baltic Sea and develop a common approach for cross -border cooperation”
• “Develop and complete Land-based Spatial Planning”
• "Improve methods for spatial and sustainable planning at th e regional and local level"
• “Transform successful pilot and demonstration projects in to full-scale actions”
• “Use research as a base for policy decisions”
• “Define and implement the Baltic Sea basin component of the E uropean Marine
Observation Data Network (EMODNET) and improve socio-econ omic data”
• “Build a regional identity”
• Support for sustainable development of fisheries areas
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Priority Areas (Environmental Pillar)

1. To reduce nutrient inputs to the sea to acceptable levels

2. To preserve natural zones and biodiversity, including fisheries2. To preserve natural zones and biodiversity, including fisheries

3. To reduce the use and impact of hazardous substances

4. To become a model region for clean shipping

5. To mitigate and adapt to climate change
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Flagship Projects (Priority Area 3):

3.1. "Develop tools and indicators for the assessment of biological 
effects of anthropogenic chemical stress in the Baltic Sea” (FEI)

3.2. “Assess the need to clean up chemical weapons” (CIEP)

3.3. "Sustainable management of contaminated sediments". (SGI)

3.4. “Development of HELCOM Core Set Indicators” (HELCOM 
CORESET)CORESET)

3.5. “Control of Hazardous Substances in the Baltic Sea Region” (FEI)

3.6. “Innovative Management of Hazardous Substances in the Baltic 
Sea Region” (Fraunhofer)

3.7. "Reduce the use of the Substances of Very High Concern 
(SVHC) in the Baltic Sea Region„ (ICS)

3.8. “Make the  Baltic Sea Region a lead in sustainable development 
for pharmaceuticals” (SMPA)



Chemical weapons dumps in the Baltic Sea:

• 40 000 tonnes of chemical munitions were dumped

• 13 000 tonnes of chemical warfare agents
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• toxic substances can penetrate into the sea waters

• about 10 incidents a year (2000-5) where  chemical 
munitions  were netted by fishermen 
(acording to HELCOM)



Strategic actions (PA3):
• “Implement actions to reduce hazardous substances”

Cooperative actions (PA3):
• “Restrict the input of hormone -like substances ”
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• “Restrict the input of hormone -like substances ”
• “Assess the need to clean up contaminated wrecks an d 

chemical weapons”
• “Continue the research on hazardous substances”



3.2. “Assess the need to clean up chemical weapons”

• general aim: to protect sensitive marine ecosystems
• identification of current priority threats
• assess costs and benefits of any possible actions t hrough 

agreed research programmes
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agreed research programmes
• basing on existing knowledge and mapping
• relevant information for infrastructure projects

[Lead: Chief Inspectorate of Environmental Protecti on, Poland 
with involvement of all 9 contracting parties HELCO M]



Why HELCOM?

• BSAP adopted in 2007 with aim to restore the 
good ecological status of the Baltic Sea by 2021

• HELCOM CHEMU, 1995
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i. The Final Report of the ad hoc Working Group 
on Dumped Chemical Munitions (HELCOM CHEMU) 
to the 16th Meeting of the Helsinki Commission 
(1995)

i. The Report of the ad hoc Working Group on 
Dumped Chemical Munitions (HELCOM CHEMU) to 
the 15th Meeting of the Helsinki Commission (1994)
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HELCOM
MUNIMUNI
2010



HELCOM MUNI

• HELCOM MUNI 1/2010, Neumunster, Germany, 15.11.2010

• HELCOM MUNI 2/2011, Sopot, Poland, 12-13.04.2011
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• HELCOM MUNI 3/2011, Riga, Latvia, 22-24.11.2011?



What do we expect from the project?

• To help to assess the ecological risks related to sea -dumped 
chemical weapons.
• To prepare recomendation to create special areas at the bo ttom
of the sea where special procedures will be aplied in case of possible
commercial underwater works (pipline , cables, drilling )
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commercial underwater works (pipline , cables, drilling )
• To increase safety of such activities, by defining spec ial areas, 
where submarine activities should be restricted or carrie d out with
special care.
• To raise awareness that uncontrolled exploration of mari ne
resources may lead to envionmental hazards and/or conflic ts
• To provide maps of contaminated seabottom areas
• To work out common procedures and guidelines for the sit es
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Thank you!

The Baltic Sea Team
International Cooperation Division

Chief Inspectorate for Environmental ProtectionChief Inspectorate for Environmental Protection
Wawelska 52/54
00-922 Warsaw
Poland

T: +48 22 5792 543
F: +48 22 5792 547
a.podscianski@gios.gov.pl


